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Project Enlightenment ¢ Wake County Public School System

Oral Language

Families are a child’s first teachers. Interactions within the family offer important
opportunities for children to develop oral language. Since young children have an inborn
ability to learn language, families can open a world of meaning for children by providing
frequent conversations about what they see, hear, taste, smell, and feel every day
(Dickinson & Tabors, 2001). This learning is important in many ways. It can provide a
framework for children to understand the sequential nature of events that is important to the
process of reading and understanding (Griffin, Hemphill, & Palmer & Wolf, 2004). Also,
children’s growing oral language proficiency can combine with other emergent literacy
skills, like alphabet and print knowledge, to help children understand how letters, words,
and sentences can connect with sounds (Roskos, Tabors, & Lenhart, 2005). This exciting
blend of developing early literacy skills is an important contributor to children’s reading
decoding and reading comprehension proficiency in elementary school (Strickland & Riley-
Ayres, 2006).

When children speak, families might be tempted to respond with “Hmmm” or “Is that
right?” or “That’s nice.” Families are busy! Time with children often involves getting
ready for school, shopping at the supermarket, or beginning bedtime routines.
Communication during busy times is often about telling a child what they need to be doing,
but families can offer children so much more than this (Colker, 2007). When a child makes
a comment or identifies an object, parents can encourage this conversation and even try to
expand the language children use (Strickland & Riley-Ayres, 2006). It doesn’t take money
or materials to talk. You can do it when you are in the car, running errands, or at home.
Families can use the real environment where children live as the “book™ of oral language.
That means when they are in the grocery store, for example, they can stroll through the
produce area and give names to the individual vegetables. Helping children have a name
for the items they see helps to develop vocabulary (Dickinson & Tabors, 2001).

Families can also converse with children about what happened in preschool or childcare
that day, what book was read, and what might happen tomorrow. Responsive and
conversational families can also demonstrate the importance of listening skills and

conversational turn-taking (Burns, Griffin, & Snow, 1999).
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Having children help with chores at home is another opportunity that encourages

language development. Talking with children when you are sorting clothes for the

washing is a great way to have “hands-on” learning. You can say, “We need to sort

the clothes into two piles — white and other colors. Do you want to do the white or

the colors?” Then you can work on this task together and make it a learning

experience.

Tips for Supporting Families with Children that are English

Language Learners (ELL)

When learning new vocabulary in any language, children benefit from touching
and seeing concrete examples or pictures of new words. Using a toy truck to

illustrate the new word, “truck,” makes the learning fun and helps with memory.
Children who are learning a second language move through different stages:

1) They use their native language. 2) They may be silent as they learn words in
the new language, but are not ready to speak them. 3) They may use stock phases
they have learned and begin to communicate. 4) The child develops basic
communication skills in the new language. Children move through these stages at

different rates depending on temperament and motivation.

Teachers need to encourage families to continue to speak to their children in their
native language at home to encourage family communication, to value family
culture, and to allow families to be part of the teaching-learning process. This will

also enable faster transfer to the new language of the classroom.
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Tips for Supporting Families with Children with Special Needs:

* Keep in mind that expressive and receptive language is often a challenge for
many children with special needs. A child’s difficulty with language may
be frustrating or upsetting to families because it creates a boundary to their
understanding of their child’s needs and wants, thoughts and feelings. Be

sensitive to families’ emotions.

* Encourage families to expand on their child’s current communication ability
and provide information about using visual cues, sign language, and pictures

that may be used in the classroom.
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Oral Language

AGENDA

Welcome

Learning Objectives

Read Aloud

Icebreaker: Learning Something New
How Children Learn

Make and Take: Mini- Photo Book
Closing

Welcome 3 minutes
*  Welcome participants.
* Introduce presenters and other personnel.
* Introduce the facility and cover “housekeeping,” such as location of bathrooms,
telephones, and vending machines.

* Establish or review existing ground rules with the participants’ input.

Learning Objectives 2 minutes
*  Families will understand how children learn.
e Families will understand and practice how to use conversation in real situations

to extend and enrich learning.

Read Aloud 5 minutes

Feature a book from the list suggested for this session, emphasizing the bookmark
“Reading and Talking.” Demonstrate a model read-aloud.
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I,',D%\- Learning Something New 5 minutes
(2]

Presenter Tip

Post the following three words (hearing, seeing, touching) in different areas of the
room. Read each word aloud then ask participants to rise and stand near the word that
best represents the way they prefer to learn something new.

We are going to think about what it is like to learn something new. Think

of a time when you’ve had to learn something new. Which of the ways
posted in the room best represents how you like to learn something new?

How Children Learn 25 minutes

This activity will allow parents to experience hands-on activities and later to compare which
activity provides the most information.

Presenter Tip

This activity is most effective when groups of four to five can work together. If the
number of the group is less than five, proceed as a whole group activity. Allow ten
minutes to complete this part of the “How Children Learn” segment.

Pretend that you have never seen an apple before. Forget everything stored
in your memory that you ever knew about apples. When you are given the
new object called “apple,” make a list of everything that you can determine
from what is in front of you to describe the new object.

1. Give each group a real apple and give them three minutes to write a description of
the apple and then report their findings to the whole group.

2. Give each group a plastic apple and give them a couple of minutes to discuss the
new item. Have them cross out descriptive words from the original list that they could
not have learned from the plastic apple.

3. Give each group a picture of an apple and give them a couple of minutes to
discuss the picture. Have them cross out descriptive words from the list that they
could not have learned from the picture.

How did you learn the most about an apple? Was it from the picture, the
plastic apple or the real apple? When possible, the real object provides the
most information to young children as they learn best by engaging in real
life experiences.
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Talk with Your Children

Conversations, exchanges, and interactions with you provide the most
important opportunity for your child to learn language. Make the most of
these opportunities to expand the language your child is already using.

The role of you, the child’s first teacher, and the child’s second teacher in
the classroom is to provide a lot of conversation with your child about what
(s)he sees, touches, tastes, smells, and feels everyday to make learning
happen.

It doesn’t take money or materials to talk. You can do it when you are in
the car, running errands, or at home. Through conversations, we are able to
help vocabulary grow. When we were in school, we used to think in terms
of vocabulary lists and definitions. That is a “picture card” or “flash card”
way of learning. We will help our children learn more by giving our
children real life, real “apple” experiences, when possible, rather than using
the “picture card” or “flash card” approach. This means when we are in the
grocery store, we can stroll through the produce area and point out
cabbage, asparagus, bananas, pears, and papayas. Helping children have a
name for the items they see helps them develop vocabulary.

Talking with children when you are sorting clothes for the laundry is a
great way to have “hands on” learning. You can say, “We need to sort the
clothes into two piles — white and other colors. Do you want to do the
white or the colors?” Then you can work on this task together and make it a
learning experience. You can keep conversations going by saying things
like, “Tell me about...” and “What do you think about...?”

Presenter Tip
Provide photos from your community or pictures from magazines of places that families
may go together.

Here are some pictures of different places you and your child might go. In
your same groups, think about what you might talk about with your child in
these settings.

Hand out pictures of places where families may go together such as the grocery store, gas
station, shoe store, etc. Give each group time to talk and list their ideas for conversations.
Ask each group to share two ideas with the whole group.

Handout 1 e Talk, Talk, Talk

Briefly discuss the main ideas on the handout.

Oral Language * Workshop Agenda ¢ 6



Make and Take — Mini-Photo Book 15 minutes
Distribute and review the Mini-Photo Book make and take handout. As books are being
assembled, briefly model “reading” and “questioning” techniques. Encourage participants to

practice reading the mini-photo book with a partner. Encourage participants to ask partner
open-ended questions to encourage and enhance further dialogue about the pictures.

Closing 5 minutes
Review the main points of the workshop:
* Children learn best from real life experiences
* Conversations build vocabulary

Encourage participants to come to the next workshop — give time, date and place.

Distribute and collect evaluations.
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Oral Language
Suggested Books

A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams*

The Doorbell Rang by Pat Hutchins*

Freight Train by Donald Crews

I Went Walking by Sue Williams*

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff*

Little Red Hen by Bryon Barton*

Mary Wore Her Red Dress by Merle Peek

My Steps by Sally Derby

The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle*

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle*

*Available in Spanish
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Mini-Photo Book

Materials
* Six photos labeled with familiar words
of familiar items in the environment per
participant
* 1 inch metal ring or pipe cleaner per
participant
* Scissors per participant

*  Glue stick per four participants

*  One hole punch per four participants

*  One permanent marker per two participants

* Seven 6” x 4” blank index cards per participant

Directions
e Cut out the pictures.
*  Glue the pictures onto the index cards to create pages.

* To create the title page, write the statement “your child’s name can read!” on one of
the index cards. This will be the title page.

* Punch a hole in top left corner of each page.
* Secure pages together using one inch metal ring or pipe cleaner.

Activity
* Present the book to your child.

* Explain that this is one way to make a special book of things that they know and see
everyday.
* Explain that the book has a beginning. Read the title page.

* Read the book with your child making sure to point at the beginning of each word.
Follow the word with your finger as you read from left to right.

* Encourage your child to “read” the book to you.
*  You can encourage your child to tell you a story about each picture.

Note: Additional mini-books can be made. Purchase a mini photo album with plastic
sleeves from a discount store. Allow your child to choose labels from food items, magazines
and newspapers. Cut the labels to fit in the photo album sleeves.

Read the labels to your child and encourage your child to read the labels to you. New
labels can be added according to your child’s interest.
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Con el Librito de Fotos

Materiales
* Seis fotos de actividades familiares por participante

* Un aro de una pulgada por participante

* Una tijera por participante

* Una barra de goma de pegar por cada cuatro participates
* Un abridor de huecos por participante

*  Un marcador permanente de punta fina por participante
* Siete piginas adicionales de papel tamafio “6”x’4” para pegar las fotos

Instrucciones
* Corte y pegue las fotos sobre un papel resistente.

* Escriba el nombre de su nifio(a) en la pagina adicional para crea la portada del
libro. Escriba el nombre de su nifio y luego las palabras “puede leer”

* Abra un hueco en la esquina superior izquierda de cada hoja.
* Mantenga todas las paginas juntas con el aro.
* Escriba en la portada el nombre de su nifio(a) mds las palabras “puede leer.”

Actividad
* Presente el libro a su nifio(a).

* Expliquele que esta es una manera especial de hacer un libro con cosas que €l
conoce muy bien.

* Expliquele que el libro tiene un comienzo. Lea el titulo.

* Leael libro asegurdndose de apuntar el comienzo de cada palabra al igual que
deslizar su dedo de izquierda a derecha en alguna de esas palabras.

* Anime a su nifio(a) a que le lea a usted el libro.

Nota: Libros adicionales pueden ser creados de maneras diferentes. Utilice un
dlbum de fotos ¢ utilice las bolsitas de cierre magico y ponga las fotos adentro.
Pegue las bolsas con adhesivo. Permita que su nifio(a) seleccione las fotos.

Cualquier material que su nifio escoja puede ser utilizado para hacer un libro.
Animelo a que los lea. Varie los temas de los libros utilizando materiales diferentes.
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Gas station

Laundry

Estacion de gasolina

Ropa para lavar

Stoplight

McDonald’s restaurant

Semaforo

El restaurante del McDonald’s

Seccion agricola
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Talk ... Talk . .. Talkl!

Children with larger vocabularies experience greater
success in school. Spending time in conversation with
your child helps develop that vocabulary.

When riding in the car, ask your child to tell you what he
sees. At the grocery store, talk about the different kinds of
fruits, guessing how they grow and wondering how they
taste. At the gas station, talk about the different kinds of
vehicles and guess where people are going. This is how
vocabulary is built.

Families Can Help ...

* Encourage children to express their thoughts and feelings. “l| was mad when . ..”

* Provide opportunities for your child to talk in social situations with adults and other
children. For example, at the dinner table say, “Tell me about what you did at school
today.”

* Seek out your child’s opinion. For example ask, “What do you think we need to do?”
* Talk daily about everyday events and activities. “Today we will . . .”

*» Use descriptive language. If your child says, “That’s a dog,” respond, “Yes, that is a
big, yellow dog. It is a Labrador.”

*» Ask open-ended questions when reading or having conversations with your child.
These are questions that require more than a yes or no response. Open-ended
questions sound like, “What do you think will happen?” “How do you think that works?” or
“Tell me about ...”

» Set an example for good speech and language. Use complete sentences and
pronounce words correctly. (Your child will copy you.)

* Support children’s use of gestures, communication devices, sign language, and
pictures as needed to communicate if your child has not begun to use words. Language
develops at a different rate for individual children.

* Encourage children to speak the language used in the home.

Source: Foundations, NC Department of Public Instruction
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iHabla ... Habla ... Habla!

Las investigaciones indican que los ninos que poseen un
vocabulario amplio tienen mayor oportunidad de tener
éxito en la escuela. Conversar con su nino acerca de
las cosas a su alrededor lo ayudardn a desarrollar el
vocabulario.

Cuando maneje, preguntele a su nino(a) que ve. En el
mercado, hable con su nino(a) de los diferentes tipos de
frutas y tal vez cuestione donde crecen y ha que
sabrdn. En la estacion de gasolina, hable acerca de las
personas de alrededor y para donde cree su nino(q)
que vanair.

Las familias pueden:

* Animar alos ninos a que expresen sus ideas y sentimientos. “Yo me moleste
cuando...”

* Crear situaciones para que los ninos hablen con otros adultos y ofros
ninos. “Cuéntame que hiciste hoy en el colegio.”

* Averiguar acerca de la opinién de su nifio. Por ejemplo, "Que opinas
acerca de...”

* Hablar acerca de las actividades cotidianas y especiales. * Hoy vamos
a..”

» Utilizar palabras descriptivas. Si su nino dice “ Es un perro” Usted puede
expandir diciendo, "Si, es un perro blanco y muy grande.”

* Cuando leen o conversan, pregunte a su nino de manera que tenga que
responder utilizando mds de una palabra. No solo diciendo si o no.
“3Qué piensas que va a sucedere” "3Codmo piensas que esto va a funcionare”
“sCuéntame acerca de...2”

» Serun ejemplo de cémo se habla correctamente. Utilice oraciones
completas y pronuncie correctamente. (Su nino(a) lo va a imitar)

* Ayudar a que su nino se comunique utilizando gestos, dibujos y ofras
herramientas de comunicacion.

* Animar a su nino a que utilice el lenguaje nativo en su hogar.

Referencias: Foundations, NC Department of Public Instruction
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Read aloud to your child Read aloud to your child Read aloud to your child
everyday. everyday. everyday.
It's the best thing a family can do It's the best thing a family can do It's the best thing a family can do
to support success in reading! to support success in reading! to support success in reading!

Tips for a Great Read-Aloud Time Tips for a Great Read-Aloud Time Tips for a Great Read-Aloud Time
Snuggle up! Put your arm Snuggle up! Put your arm Snuggle up! Put your arm
around your child. around your child. around your child.

Let your child select a book. Let your child select a book. Let your child select a book.
Make sure your child can Make sure your child can Make sure your child can
see the book. see the book. see the book.

Read slowly and with expression. Read slowly and with expression. Read slowly and with expression.
Talk about the pictures. Talk about the pictures. Talk about the pictures.
When finished, ask your child “What When finished, ask your child “What When finished, ask your child “What
did you like best about this booke” did you like best about this booke” did you like best about this booke”
Have fun! Have fun! Have fun!

The next day, ask your child to tell you The next day, ask your child to tell you The next day, ask your child to tell you

&abou’r the book you read last nighy &abou’r the book you read last nighy &abou’r the book you read last nighy
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Oral Language

Evaluation

Please circle the response that best represents your thoughts:

1. This workshop helped me to understand the importance of conversations with my

child.

definitely somewhat not sure

2. This workshop helped me to understand that my child learns best by using “hands on”
activities.

definitely somewhat not sure

3. Iplan to use the mini-photo book.

never sometimes often

4. One thing I learned at this meeting that I will remember and use is

5. What could make this workshop better is
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Lenguaje Oral
Evaluaciéon
Por favor marque la respuesta que mejor refleja sus opiniones.

1. Eltaller de hoy me ayudo a entender la importancia de conversar con mi nifio(a).

definitivamente mas 0 menos no estoy seguro

2. Eltaller de hoy me ayudé a entender que los nifios aprenden mejor si exploran con sus
manos una actividad.

definitivamente mas 0 menos no estoy seguro

3. Yo planeo utilizar el librito con las fotos.

nunca algunas veces a menudo

4. (Qué cosa aprendi hoy, voy a recordar y planeo utilizar?

5. (Qué hubieramos podido hacer para que este taller fuese mejor?

Oral Language *Spanish Evaluation
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